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Expel Him!
The Wisconsin Leajrue of Municipalities

has adopted resolutions demandinp the ex¬

pulsion from the Senate of Robert M. La

Follette. Many other orpanizations in

Wisconsin are clamorinp for relief from
the indignity of beinp represented in the

upper branch of Conpress by a disloyalist
nnd an inciter of sedition.

Mr. La Follette is unwilling to resipn.
The people of Wisconsin are powerless to

recall him. But his commission may bo

cancelled by a two-thirds vote of the Sen¬

ate. That "body has the ripht to rid itself

of objectionable characters. It should lose
no time in exercisinp its preropative. By
cxpelling Mr. La Follette it would relieve
tho country of an unfaithful servant, clear
the character of a misrepresented loyal
state and set a much needed example of
lirmness in dealing with the Copperhead-
ism of to-day.
The Senate has expelled Copperheads

before. In Deeember. 1861. it ejected John
C. Breckinridpe. of Kentucky. His case

hardly runs parallel with Mr. La Follette's.
Thouph representinp a state which never

3eceded, he cast his fortunes openly with

the enemy. He left Kentucky and became

a major peneral in the Confederate army.

Mr. La Follette is still with us and does not

eontemplate joininp the armed forces of

(iermany. The help he is pivinp to the
German cause is indirect. He is not an¬

other Breckinridpe. He is more nearly
ar.other Jesse D. Bripht. Bripht repre¬
sented Indiana in the Senate for many

yars. He became infected with Copper-
lieadism. as many other Democratic lead¬
ers in Indiana were infected. He was ex¬

pelled from the Senate in 1862 for havinp
expressed in writinp what the Senate con-

.trued .'.^ sympathy with the Confederate
cause.

Mr. La Follette has said that the United
States went to war with Germany on a

j.etty provocation. He has spoken sneer-

inply of the povernment's mo4ives in mak¬

inp that declaration of American riphts
cn the hiph seas and of its purpose to en-

force them whieh led directly to the rupt¬
ure with Germany. He has echoed the

arpument of the pro-German press that
the United States was more intent on pro-
motinp the sale abroad of munitions than
it was on vindicatinp neutral riphts. In

doinp all these thinps he has hampered to

the best of his ability our conduct of the

war. He has pandered to tho slackers and
the pacifists and piven countenance to those
who think themselves morally justified in

dodpinp military service.
Conpress has just passe,! a law whirh

pute unprecedented powers in the hands
of the Postmaster General. He has been
created a censor of seditious utterances in

printed form and is authorized to suppress
publications which, in his opinion, "ham-
per the povernment in makinp war." As
Mr. Burleson explained ¦ da* or two apo,
no newspaper may hereafter impupn the
motives of thi governmenl in poinp to
war with Germai II may not say that

^."the povernn..'"* got ifl the war wronp."
Bj .Mr. La i that on numer-

^.ous aeeation Why -hould the Senate
pass a Iaw t- right of . news¬

paper to utter thil rl '.ition and
till leave oni ttnmhers free to

indnlpe 111 it'. Is |fr. La Follette to be
allowed to circulate throuph "The Con-
cressional RecOPd," at the povernment's
ixpense, utterancefl which would cause im¬
mediate ropprettion were they to appear
n i Mwapaper?

I.ct Congm ba logical. I-et it set iti
Wl house in order new that it has piven
uch short ihrifl to sedition in the press.
Mr. La Follette has ahused the pul'lie's
i atience. He should he removed from
flfiee. If he Intendl to j'.reach and prac-

.itte Copperhead'.sm, let him be compelled
to do it on the Marne term1- and at the same

risk as other GanaaB synmathizers out-
ide ('omrress prench and praetiao it.

Mobilizin-* Public Opinion
|| the (ftflicuU bv .rpanizinp a

democraey.the largetl democraey in the
world.into b rtnifled, cobaranl tiphtmp
maehine the 9,000 rolantaer -peakers who
are addre-r-ini' rnuvie BOdiancOl in forty-
six states nrj thi Unkffl an doing a valu¬
able and patriutie work. Here in New
York City theee MPour-Minute Men" have
materially aided in ¦ seri.s of important
eampaipns.for the Liberty I.oan, for the

Red Cross, for food con.-ervriti.an. In re¬

cent weeks they I.ave rjerotod their time to

the hiphly important talk of unmaskinp
Orman intrigue, ot teaching Americans
bow to recopni/.e German propapanda un¬

der its many Ingankma di ignieee.
The speakinp is directi .1 from Washinp-

ton, but no effyt is m.de to limit speak-

ers to handmade material. The service
cnlls for patriotic Americans with ¦ flfl
for public speaking; individual freodom is

encouraged and is tho rule. As the
projeot works out tKc goal achieved is the
rtirrinp of America to think. The brief,
four-minute speeches are an admirably
democratic method of orpanizinp the whole
nation into a war-thinking and war-

planning body. a sort of colossal town

meetinp, assembled every night of the
year to listen, discuss and resolve.

It is a plensuro to second the New Vork
eommittee's demand for more volunteers.
More speakers and the best speakers are

vrpently needed. The opportunity to meet

the American people face to face is a

unique one. It should appeal to every
American speaker with faith in his cause

and his nation.

A Primary Probe Needed
District Attorney Swann's proposed in¬

vestigation of the results of the Republi¬
can primaries should be woleomed by all

good citizens, by none more than by
Mayor Mitchel. The reoxamination of the

primary ballots and the checkinp up of
the official returns of the oanvassers have
shown a remarkable series of discrepan-
cies. Whether these were due to ignorance
on the part of voters and honost mistakes
cn the part of poll clerks or to deliberate
attempt to perpetrate fraud can be dis-
closed only by a grand jury inquiry. Cer¬

tainly there are elements enough of doubt
and sufficient suspicion in the air to jus¬
tify the endeavor to ascertain the fact.-..
Thanks to the Mayor's prompt applica¬

tion for an examination of the ballots,
there is no ehanee that his opponent will
be "eounted out," and the Mayor has

promised to do his utmost to see exact jus¬
tice done to Mr. Bennett. There is now the
bigper question involved the question
whether the law was violated. That is
more important to this eommunity than
whether Mr. Mitchel or Mr. Bennett re¬

ceived the nomination. If fraud was at¬

tempted a blow was struck apainst the
very foundation of government.

Every effort has been made by lepisla-
tlon to safeguard the primaries from
fraud as completely as the elections. Most
of the oldtimc crooked devices have been
jendered unworkable by numbered ballots,
the sipninp of the voters' names for com-

parison with the sipnatures at the previ¬
ous election and the like. If this elaborate
system has collapsed before a definite
endeavor to break the law the public wants

the criminals discovered and punished, as

were the election crooks in the special
election to decide whether a constitutional
convention was to be held.
Whatever issues are at stake, and who¬

ever the candidates are, the primaries
must be straight.

Fighting at Consumers' Expense
If Mr. Perkins had in mind an exposure

cf the weakness of the opposition to his
confirmation as head of the State Food
Commission when he promised to pay for
the farmers' advertlsement which recently
appeared all over the state, he pot his
money's worth. The arpuments put forth
in it.if they deserve the name.were lit¬
tle short of absurd. Prejudice* apain-t
him, bitter antaponism, the document
showed. Reasons why he should not be in
the public service, facts to indicate that
he would prove unqualified for the task,
or faithless to the trust given to him, there
were none.

There are two basic reasons why votes
will be cast apainst Mr. Perkins when the
Governor apain submits his name to the
Senate.politics and desire for profits.
The farmers of New York State are no

different from the profiteers in other lines
of business. They have bad many lean
years. Now they see the ehanee to pet
hiph prices for their produce.prices
which will yieid pood profits in spite of the
unusually hiph expenses. They want no

repulation.they have no more use tor it
than the middlemen and the food speeu-
lators have. And of the three men named
by the Governor Mr. Perkins is the man

most feared by those who want no repu¬
lation of the food system, because of his
farreachinp knowledpe of the intricacies
of business as business is practised.
The farmers are an all-important po¬

litical factor upstate. What they want
they come pretty close to pettinp. They
itifluenced enouph Senators.they and the
various business interests who also want

all the profits they can pet while the pet¬
tinp is pood.to defeat Mr. Perkins once.

They think they can repeat the perrorm-
ance. The farmers are united.the con¬

sumers are not. The lonper the fipht on

Mr. Perkins is continued the lonper the
state will be without any kind of food con-

trol and fhe lonper the consumers must

pay whatever the food producers and
hnndlers can extract from them.

The Shortage In Rifles
Red tape has been the curse of army ad¬

ministration ia the snup little repular es-

tablishment which this country supported
up to the outbreak of the present war.

Fixity of view and inelasticity of manage¬
ment are hard to outprow. And the facts
which Th*3 Tribune published yesterday
about the shortage of rifles for our new

armies show that on the technical side of
war preparation the War Pepartment luis
certainly not outprown them.
We have been at war for nearly six

months. But we have not secu.ed. M far,
even a moderate supply of rifles for our

soldiers. We were in the shadow of war

for two years before war was declared.
But we are still just beginninp to pet a

start in the aviation arm and in the crca-

tion of modern artillery. The facts gath*
ered by The Tribune indicate that the P>u-
raaa of Ordnance and the other technical
authorities at Washinpton have Y

more concerned with securinp perfect arms
iwaitinp for such arms to beeome avaii¬
able) than they have been with havinp
somewhat inftrior material with which to

equip the new armies. Adherence to their
aiid point of view in a crisis when every
hour counts has checked preparation in

many lines to the point that the United
Yt.-ites. thoiirh rich in man power, must

now keep that man powor unemployed for

lack af aqalgmanl **%*** ¦wnrfaatwa
ahould have been plaiined long ahead of
the calls for volunteers and selective con-

scripts.
The fact il that, in speeding up for

war, the unoipnnized American public has

really shown more readiness than the or-

pani7ed war services. Volunteers pre¬
sented themselves in unexpectcd numbers.
The draft went throuph without a hitch.
The people have boupht I.iberty bonds with

ftVidltf and insisted on tho spendinp of

iinheiini of nmount*- for war. But the old
ndminiYf-itive war machinery has ******
unequal to the strrain. It has creakod and
halted. It has been the weak point in our

war organisation. \*f* *** paying now for
its inability to keep up with the procession.

Perhaps one of the beneticial results of
this war will be the complete absorption
of the old army into the new army. Out

of experionio in a real war wo shall learn

how to fashion u real military o.-tablish-
ment, in which foresieht will replace hind-
sipht. and mobilization. when it comes,

will not be hin.iiired bf depHrtmental or

bnraaoeratk inarfda. Tho present situa¬
tion is deplorable. Yet it is only the natu¬

ral outprowth of a system which has made
mch a lack of conrdination between man-

IpOWOT and suppiies almost inevitable.

Euthanasia for Incurablei
It is reckoned by ¦ physician of Des

Moines that there aro at present in thi_

COOntry about two hundred thousand un¬

fortunate rafferen who are lonpinp for

death. He does not tell us upon what data
he founded this eYimato, but it appears
that when a late patient of his bepped to

he put out of his misery ho resolved to
make ¦ ploa on behalf of all in a like case,

nnd aceoniinply laid tho matter before his
eolleapues in CbleagO this week at the an¬

nual convention of the American Associa¬
tion of ProirressYe Mdlicine.

Briefly. what he desirei to fcrinp about
is a lepal reform ly which "adtilts who
want to die, and whose recovery is pro-
nooneed hopeless by I board of consulting
physicians, will be killed by some form of
:.: ;i\-!hesia," and, "likewise, parents of a

young child may request its death under
similar circumstances."
The proposal il not new, thouph hitherto

it has excited little enthusiasm on the

part either of the medical profession or

the public at large. An ubvions objection
is the difficult y of dotormininp the hope-
lossness of recovery or of eatabliahing the

degree of raffering that would justify the
avowed desiro of the patient to die. Cer
tain conditions believed to be inenrable
¦obm years apo aro nndoubtedly amenable
to treatment to-day. which perhaps they
would not be bad thc happy diapatch boon

lommonly praetiied in former times. <>n

tne other hand, many disabilities quite in-
cnrable involve so little sufferinp that the
mere incurability could hardly be reparded
a sufficient pretext for transferrinp the re-

sponsibility for suicide to the board of
coctors, thouph they were obliped to ae-

liiiowledpe their he!plo*-sness.
The reform was, however, approved by a

majority of the physicians who voted on

it, and doohtleu tho next step will be to

jeeure lepislation of some sort. By the
time it is passed the two himdrcd thousand
will have no need for it.

The Waste of Bureaucracy
,; enm rki Soato* Traaaeript)

An unfailinp weakness of military bureau-
cracy is the milBM of the commissioned per-
sonnel put at its diipoiaL We have an ex¬

ample to-day in a dYpatch from Camp Mills,
the head-uarters of the Rainbow Division
of the N'ational Guard. A number of officers
have been detalled by Major General Mann.
cnmmandlnp, to nakl up the list of naOMI

of thc r.ext of kin of all the men of that
aivision aad to organixe the system of re-

porting tie killid. wounded and niuing nf¬
ter the division arrives in France. Douht-
|«ll this is done by order of the depart¬
ment, and, therefore, other eoauaicaieael of-
licers to the number of hundred* have been
or will be Mlignod to thli work.
The Ead Crou ot nary coaatry in Ku¬

rope is ir ehargi of eaanalty report.'. The
Amencan braneh offertd it; services for this
work to the War Depai tment. The offer
wa.* refnsi d, end ofl sen whom it is eotting
the povernment thonoandl of dollars to train
are to-day doing clcrical work wh;ch il dOBI
by elerki of thc R< Crou in other coun-

triei, Oar bureaneraejr takes thc position
that becanac thc tiei are military no

non-military hatY muil tonch their compi-
lation ur report. Whereupon t>.r bareai i*
set up nnd iiiiuiti'il '.'..t'i efflcen doiag the
v.urk oi clark

Inereased South American Trade
/ *| I huiuiier)

For the flscal year ended June 80 our

trade with South Ameriean nations was

ii"..'!' thnn two and one-half times that of
1915. This is the rtaolt by eomparing values.
It is probable that the aetual bulk of eom-

moditiei increaied r. naallar ratlc
recenl pric highei ra for-

Thi tot .
¦¦ last jan aggregated $800.-

". ¦¦¦¦: arhicfa a little li -, than one-third
wai on export ¦ccoant, l' .- of h tan it
for the Ant time Argentina lead- Brasil ia
the matter of imports by this nation, al-
thoagh by a very small marcin. This is not
because of meats, but by reason of heavy
wool imports a' intlated prices, cornpared
with former years.
Taking Lafttin Amerioa as a whole, the fip¬

ures ure rnuY: mar. ra. fis the total
trade wa - more lhan a billion an.l a half,

with a little moi" thai h .lf that
amount in 1915. In almost every instance
the balanec of trade hai been favorable to
th- nationi loath i.;' aa We have paid or
.-hall p-iy them. ..¦, ,.r another. al-
noit MOO.000,000 to tettle balaaeea.

The Ladies' Grille
i / .' i,.. -. t, t.i i;. ¦. iag paci

'. removal of tlie itri'.lo from the Ladies'
Gallery of the HOUM I "irirnon* ll of in-
tereit We ere that one panel of
ihe t'rilY will i. t thi Etoaac of Gom-

.s **a i>i of timei that have been."
Thii may I e a arise neai ire, foi h.story has

if repeal In thc Joaraab
of the HOUI 1648, -Yr .. 1 !. tt* *t¦ I: "Ur-
.'crcl that the - in chief and the
gaard the House fiom time to
r.me do beap thi woman from com-

ing np thc itairi leading to the House of
Gommons door, ar.d from coming into and
clamorinp m WYstmit.ster Hall on the
Bpeaher and Meaiberi af the House."

Working for the Kaiser

JAntagoniflm Toward Mayor Mitchel
Because of His Arnericanism

To thc F.ditor of That Tribune.
Sir: If lt wera nait for thr nma'ing rrvcla

Itiona of German intrigue and trickery and the

lastounding raminrations of treason an.l

enemy aid that already hava been rtvtaltd
through the work of BU taBaai Servl.e I

might express aome astonishment at ihr clc-

ma-ntH whirh arr lined up agamst Mayor
Mltebtl to prevent hi«r"teelection.

lt seems almost unbrln vnblc tbat MW

il America. w.th thousand.. of hor boat S..I-

,i.rs alraady on the other -ide, w.th naadtada
o| thousands more of her best BMB now in

train.np ta take thnr plaees in thi trenches
and Btttlt t'or all time tht furht between a

brutal and bestial autocracy Md demucracy,
there could be ao many who would Btt their

faces against tlie forces of ripht.
Bnt no it is America. which has opened

hrr doora to the oppressed of every land,
which has stood as the one spot on the face

of the earth where every man was given an

equal ehance, where the rlgbtfl of himuin.iy

WtN considera.d, has found that BtBOBg the

Koo<l nheBJ she has taken to her bosom she

also has taken a nest of vipers.
And the evi.lence of it Ifl in thc fight whicli

is now be.ng ma.le against Mayor Mitchel
It would be untrue to say that every man

who will oppose the reailection of the Mayor
is lined up with the enemies of our country.
There will perhaps be muny in the roniing
eaaapaign who will fight apainst Mitcbal ftr
other reasons, but it ls an absolutf rerlainty
that every ndvocate of treason, every lover
tf Germany. every pacilist wha.. by his very

.opposition to war, is lending aid and giving
comfort to the bloody Hun; every pre.-.chcr of
hat real and dishonor, flrill be found in the
camp of some of tht candidates wha. will
run apainst Mayor Mitchel.
Show me a Teuton who has not been able

to pet the virus of Germani-m out of

his system, who openly or secretly re-

joices nt every victory for Germnny. who

Siinp sonps and" lauphed when the Lus.tania
was sunk, who applauds the actions of tho
expatriated Mayor of Chicago, who battfl
Eaglaad for the part ahe has taken in this
war, and I will show you a man who openly
BBttlfl at the work of Mayor Mitchel and who
will vote apainst him at thc cominp eleetion.
Whatever may be the fault.s of Mayor

Mitchel, whatever may have been his short-
etmiagt, whatever mistakes he may have
made, I thank God that he has not followed in
the footsteps af the unspeakable Thompson,
of Chicapo; that he has not hroupht eti rnal
shame on the preat metropolis tf America.
I thank God that he has been an American
throuph and through, that he has done all he
could to further our tight, that he has lenf
an unswervine* arm to the supp°rt of tho
President, and that he has bialden the ho.st tf
treason retire imo the mire of their own

treachery un.i deceit.
The defeat of Mayor Mitchel will be the

most reassuring piece of news that the Kaiser
has reeeived since his hosta first vi'.-lated
the neutrality of Belpium, or since tho
French stopped the advance of the Germans
at the battle of the Marne. N'o amount tf
eamtnflagt can hide this fact. No declara¬
tions that the defeat of Mayor Mitchel has
hroupht about by his record on liscal or eeo¬

nomic grounds will prevent tha- belief th tl
it was the lepions of alarkriess, disprnce, dis¬
honor anal treason, united in opposition, that
defeated the Mayor.

It has been aleclnred that Mayor Mitchel
il the best Mayor N'ew York ever had. I rio
not eontend that; neither do I deny it.
Hut if the Mayor had a record as an execu-

t.ve that did not stand the test, I would
atill aay that he should be reelected for the
inspiring stand that he took when our coun¬

try needed men; for the undeviatu.'j patriot¬
iam which he exhibited at a time wh'-n Gtr«
man spies and German supporters and all
the elements of disorder and American dis-
intepration were against the government at
Washinp'on, secretly, openly, nny way at all,
to produce results.

Voters of New York, do not make any rais-
take! You are asked to oppose a man flrbt il
l.eing attacked for his true Ai.iericanism. You
;.s Americans are esked to vote for the vio¬
lation of your own honor, vote for aid to
America's and the world's enemies, vote to
emasculnte your country so thnt it may fall
v prey to the same forces tbat were guilty
of crimes in Belgium and on the high MM
that even his satnnic majesty himself never

could have thought of. J. lf, II.
Brooklyn, Sept. i!6, 1917.

"Enemies Within"
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: When I Btt a great darly Bta spaper
like The Tribune making the gallant Bgbt
you are making against "enemies within"
I always feel like patting you on the back
and wishinp I could uo more to spread your
gospel of Arnericanism. The editorial wallop
you gave would-be Prince Hearst this morn¬

ing should leave a bad t;,yste in his mouth.
As we all know the aforesald prince is a

higb-prictd man, it woulal be interest inf to
know just what section of the conquered ter¬
ritory the Kuiser has promised him. Vtry
likely Belpium, as nothing would suit him
quite so well as to be placed where he could
Laxbarg tht British Itlta. Ht hai baen -loin-r
hi.s level best at long ranpe, but he wil! harfl
to mov.- up eloser to the firing liri-> naw,
r-ince COBgrttl spiked his gun- ye
Ba Ml r.ralividuals really think they aie -., in-

tluential, politically, that they eaat be
reached. Bnt that's H ¦ittaht,

f. H. ALLEN.
Seat York, Sept. tfl, 1917.

"Usonians"
To thc Kditor of The Tribune.
Sir: Some time ago I read in The Tribune a

letter from Mrs. rhri.atine Ladd-Kranklln which
bore the caption "I'sonians." aml laggtlttd
that Americans Rgbtlag ia tha- ..-...rial war

should bc 'o calied. Mr«. Franklin argue.l
that Wt have no ripht t.i MOBOpollft the terrri
"American" ir. view of the fact that thaie are

many peoplea of other nations flfljaall) I r-

titltd to call them.-elvis Americans, ar-.'. ihfl
took the initial letters of tbfl flrtrdfl "Ualttd
States a,f North America." adding the "i" for
tbfl sake of euphony. i

Here we are only twenty miles from ("an¬
ada, and meet many Canadians and learn
their BtBtiflBtata, and I know that they "fei 1
I'itterly," to quote a returned (anaaiian offi-
crr, about our usaire of the term American,
aiaal are anxious that we settle upon some

gtatral tamfl by which our mta abroad may
bfl known. FK1.IX ORMAN.

I'.Willc Notch, N. H., Sept. .'1. 1917.

A Simple Governmental kxpedient
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Alas for Martia Leonard! Shfl arrttfl
BOflM letters to The Tribune months apo
which made me exclaim. "Verily, although a

woman, this person hB.s some of the ear-
marks of a philosopher!" Now she spills the
btaai by wanting to disfranchise al! per-ons
who dltttat from the policy of the Adardnit-
tration. Not in vain did her parents call h,-r
Maitia, for she Ifl unaloubteaily a iaagBttr
of Mar-i. She points out a method tf n.a.r.

tain.ng a stable and permanei.t povernment
so simple that one WtBdari that it 1
aiiscovered \efore. Let ,-ve>rv i-Mstii.p aalmin-
a.-tration diafiaatbttfl Itfl erltlCfl and it will
stay in power ad in'inrtum at.al tbai w.ll the
v orld be made safe ftr democraey. in which,
(.'oubtless, Martia does not Ballttt.

MARTIN McMIX.
N'ew York, Sept. 2*, 1917.

The Four-Minute Men
An Account of a Collcctive Public Effort to Bcstir Americans

lo Think About Their War

By Paul B. Wiliiams. Secretary of the Ncu> Yorfr Committee

If I representative of the government came

from Washington to soeak in Madison Square
Garden come evening and attractcd an audi-
uice of 15,000 persons it would bc a great
public event. Praetically thet very thing is

beiag done in New Yo*-k every evening. The

only difference ls that there are thirty rep-
resentatives of the government, instead of

ono, and thnt they live in »w York. They
MN Four-Minute Men volunteer speakers
who talk in motion picture theatres. under

authority of the government's Committee on

Public Information.
They began a few months ago, when the

t'nited States declared war on Germany. Ai

man in ('hieago, named Donald Ryenon,
raallMd laddenb wmt ¦ Iot of folk!* in ****{
t« wn went to the movies every night.
lle uaambtad ¦ few friends and they
developed a plan. They Recured permission
froai owners of motion picture theatres for
volunteer speakers to make nightly addresses,
and then they began to talk. It is generally
eoneeded that the nightly attendance at

motion picture theatres constitutes the

graatelt Iggragatlan af ready-made audi-
inrcs that can be imagined. It is a small
town, indeed, that does not boast at least
cne movie. The fact that the industry ts

thc fourth largest in the United States set-

tles any doubt on that point.
I* did not take the beginners long to make

themselves heard iii Chieago, and then they
branched out to ncighboring citios. As the
woik developed its possibilities were tiorne

in upon the organizers with such force that
t'.ey wiit if. W'ashinpton to submit to the
povernment plans for a national organiza-
tion. There they won nn immediate hearing.
Beadqoartan were opened in Washington
and the Four-Minute Men beeame a national
OtgaalaatlOBi under the (*ommfttee on Public
information, and there the big story of its
RCtivlties began.

Parratn Not Wanted
Thc Committee on Public Information in-

eludes thc Secretary of War, the Secretary
Of State and the SecreUry of the Navy the
ilepartments most directly responsible for
the conduct of the war. Bulletins are issued
from the Washington headquarters, based on

official information from these departments.
With this background of authoritative facts,
the Four Minute man proceeds to construct
I.,- ii"ech, into whieh he puts his own per-
sonality. lle is a spokesman for the govern-
ment, but he is not expected to be a parrot
or a "me too" partisan. His instruetions are

to stick to the facts in the bulletin and to
make his speeeh conform to the general tone

of the document, but hc is at liberty, and Is

ttrged, ta use all his resources of tact, force
and adaptability to put his message across.

Aad they are doin? it **>.000 of them, in
forty-Yx states of the union.
Their tirst big effort was with the Liberty

Loaa, and the men in e'nanre of its distribu-;
tion reeognized the help the Four-Minute
Men rendered by asking them to take an im¬
portant part in the campaign for the forth*
eoming lo-.n. Henry P. Davison had their aid
ia the great campaign for the Red (ros«,
and Herbert Hoover called on them to speak
for food conservation. For weeks they have
been conducting a great edueational campaign
to make the nation understand why we are at
war, and have done it so erTectively that they
hsve aroused the enmity of the Gcrmtn
propagandists.
There ii no disguising the fact that pro-

Gi rman elements would like to stop the
mouth-; of the Four-Minute Men. Right in
New York City pronrietors of motion picture
theatres have been told bluntly that the
ipecchei were distasteful to their patrons
aad have been threatened with boyeot*. To
the eredit of the managers be it said that
they hav.- rcfused to be intimidated and have
given their loyal cooperation in spreading
thi gospel of national unity.
When the Four-Minute Men came to'

New York early in the summer they were

Sphagnum Dressings
-

A Plea to Turn to Account a Moss
Found on Our Coasts

To the Kditor of The Tribune.
Sir: I notictd in The Tribune of Septem¬

ber _0 a report stating that the wounds of
the Kumanians are being dressed with saw-

du.st, and that the need for Red Cios. hos¬

pital supplies, especially bandages, is urgent.
All the hospitals in this country are very
¦hart of gau.e and other materials used in
making bandages. America has a remedy for
this if she will take the trouble to use it.
A little while ago an English professor and

-cicntist discovered that a certain kind of
moss, ^rowing mostly in soft, marshy ground
and never far from the sea, possesses several
valuable hcaling qtialities, iodinc being
among them. (I il called Sphagnum moss,
and can easily le recogmzed by its color.
The base of thi r'rond is of a rather vivid
light green, which fade- to a grayish white
at the tip, and as it grows in dense clumps
this causes it ta appear almost white from
¦ diitaacc.

It abounds in certain parts of England,
particularly on the coast of Devon, where
the gathering of it has beeome almost an

industry. Ever since the discovery was made
most af the big hospitals in London have
beea using it for dressing wounds, and large
bag* lir*' SfM'1 °K |;vt)ry week to the London
nnd MiddleiCI hospitals, for which they are

very thankful.
I have seen quantities of this same moss

growing on thc toast of Massachusetts, and
I have no doubt that a seareh would reveal
plenty more of it in the swamps and salt
marshes of the Atlantie seaboard. Here is
the ehaace for America not only to save

money and labor at home, but to help those
who have fought and suffered longer than
she has.
The work of gathering and preparing the

moss is monotonous, for each little strand
has to be separated from its neighbors and
cleaned of any fragments of twigs, leaves or

ordinary moss adhering to it, after which the
whole must be dried in the sun, packed

it; bag*, ani sent to the hospital,
wberc it will be sterilized and used for pack-
;i;k*s, bandagCI and ewabs.

it ic dull but fool-proof work. and will
| ehtldrtn and those who have not been
uble to serve their country in any other way
a ehanee to do their bit.
The school chiidren, farmers and peasant.

of Er.g'.ar.d reahzed the need and gave their
hoiidays and all their spare time to this val¬
uable work. America has the power to help
those who are dying for want of proper
treatment and supplies. Haa ihe the will?

Baltimore, Md., Sept. _t, U'17. K.T.

Why?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

>:t: Why is Gongre.*s so willing to give
the womea of Hawail the vote and oppose
ti | Ptdtral woman suffrage amendment?
Why does Mr. Root favor woman suffrage

in Russia and not in his own country?
LORETTE M. CONNOLLY.

Fordham, N. Y., Sept. 28, 1917.

nothing but a good idea. James ( . Aueh n

closs became the chairman of a eomm t'ee

to develop that idea for the- city and Btate.

Associated with him are Charlea I ratt as

'treasurer, Paul B. W.Hiams at seeretary.

Rogers II. Bacon M chairman or tne

wtabtrt1 bureau. Harold Stanlcy. J. Prent.ce

ittlltgg, Thomas Howard, itatfl aecretary o.

the Motion I'.cture Kxhibitors' League. and

Walt-r Robinson. instrur'or of the Public

BptaUag Clttb ot America.
They opened headquarters at the corr.er of

Vanderbilt Avenue and 44th .Street in

,ooms provided by the Yale Club. Ther
firat effort was to aecure the cooperation of

tba motion pictura interests, and in this they
wfre highlv successful, thanks to the pa^
triotic desire to be of aervice on the part
of thc men in that industry. Practically every

trganlSBtloe in thc motion picture fieH has

irdoraed this movement. and 'here are very

few managers from the hundreds of "movies

in greater New York who have refused

perm'ission for the speakers to appear in

their theatres.
Coarhing Volunteers

Then sperfkers had to be secured. This
was not an easy task and more speakers
are needed right now to help carry on

this work. Members of public speaking clubs.

professional men. business men -particularly
alesmei. speakers who helped with the

Liberty Loan, from dozens of sources they
came. Not every voiunteer could be used,
for it requires distinct ability to make a

speech in four minutes. But those who

showed promise were coached by Mr. Robin¬

son at weekly class meetings. and everything
possible was and is done to utilize the ef¬
forts of a man who reallv wants to help.
When t man has proved his ability, hc

is put on the mailing list to receive the
builetins from headquarters and is given a

slide, which is his in'.roduction at the theatre.

This says that he speaks ur.der the authority
of the Committee on Public Information,
Washington, D. C, on a subject of national
importance. His assignment ia sent to him

ferty-eight hours before he ia due to speak.
on a postal card telling the name of the
theatre. its location, the manager's name and

telephone number. He then telephoncs the

theatre to arrange the exact hour of his

apoearance.
There are 250 I'our-Minute Men at work

in N'ew York City, but more are required
to meet the needs. Any one interested can ob¬
tain full information at H Kast Forty-fourth
Street, where volunteers will be weicome.
During October most of their efforts. will
be in support of the Liberty Loan, but
their work will not end then, for the ex¬

pectation is to continue their activity until
the end of the war. An educational force
of such scope cannot be ignored, and I

realization of its possibilities should arouae

a desire to help in a service to the gov¬
ernment that is of supreme importance.

Activity of the New York Committee has
not been limited to this city, for the or¬

ganization has been extended to more than
10.1 cities and towns up-state. On September
14 a conference of these local chairmen
was held at Syracuse.the first gathering
of the kind to be held in thia country. Men
of broad experienee united in the opinion
that this was the most distinctive meeting
ofthe kind that thev had ever attended.
It broupht together men from all parts of
the state, representing businesa and pro¬
fessional life, farmers, bankers, woodsmen
and school t"eachers.
A bishop sat next to a farmer. and he was

flanked by a man aetive in the Rotary Club.
And in tkat various collection of men, not

ono mentiotied pulitica. not one got excited
about the submarir,# camriaign, not one ran
cut to go to tht State Fair unlil the meet¬

ing was ended, and not one failed to sound
a noto of genuine nat rioti.-.m and devotion
to duty. The question was not concerning
what "somebody" ought to do. but "What
can I do?" "How can we make this work
most useful and helpful to the country?"

Soldiers Not Exploited
Testimony to the Hospitable Spirit

of Greenville, S. C.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir:- In your issue of tl.e lnth, which
has just reached me by B belated mail, I
notice an aceount of organized extortion
practised upon the soldiers at Camp Mc-
f'lellan by the ptople of Anniston, Aia., which
may have conveyed to your readers an en¬

tirely false impression as to the general
attitude of the South toward the men in its
camps and cantonments. I hold no brief for
the city of Anniston, but as a N'ew Yorker
attached to the 30th Division at Camp Sevier
I wish to testify to the extremely generous,
hospitable and patriotic spirit of the people
of Greenville, S. C.
Nothing could be more removed from the

thaiught of making capital out of the ne¬

cessities of men in uniform than the manner

in which this kindly little Southern city
has opened its arms to the boys of this
camp. Here, asnuredlv, if nowhere else in
the country, is a place where the man in
khaki || certain tf a cordial weicome and
at the same time to be fairly dealt with.
Whether thia be due to the vigilance of the
Chamber of Commerce, to civic pride or to
something still tiner actuating each individ¬
ual member of the community I cannot say. I
have, however, heard the thought often ex-

tTttfltd, and in most unexpected quarters,
too, that the town would bfl a-verlastingly
aiisgraced if any one btlOBgtng to it ahould
taht tdrtataga tf conditions ertattd by the
war to gOBgfl either tlie c.mip soldiers or
their ra-latives.
Apparently ewry citizen has made it a

point of honor and his most pressing per¬
sonal business to see to it that no atain
shuuld tttach to the fair name of Green¬
ville. lt is inconceivable how far these
hospitable people have gone to make it
pleasant here "for the rank and tiie of the
army. It is nothing to say that clubs and
civic orpan.zations have vied with one an¬
other to entertain and do honor to its rep¬
resentatives. There are committees here
to look out for everybotiy, the officers, the
enlisted men a:id their t- latives. Kven the
securing ot lodgiagl for one's family Ceases
to be h problem. Ht.ur-i-s are open every-
BTBtrt for the acconimodation of visitors that
were never before or.ened to strangers, and
probably never flrill be again once the cam*. is
closed and the war at ar. end. What is more,
the charge umfally made for accommodation
there represents but its actual estimated cost.
And all thia is secured for you while you
wait, by a busy little lady, very quick and
very able, who knows everybody in town, who
also knows how to use the telephone and
whose ger.tle voice is the open sesame that
swings wide every gate.

All tf this only got) to show that towna,
like individuais, will a'.itTa-r, and that Green¬
ville is not like Anniston. But it seemed
to me worth ttlline, and w.ll, l hope, seem
to you not undeserving to be known.

GASTON TISNK,
First Lieutenant Infantry, National Army,

Camp Sevier.
Greenville, S. C Sept. 13, 1917.
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Relief Measures in CivilWar
Left Largely to State* and Frequently

Proved Inadequate
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Kir: Referring to your edr.on»! "A Mor*.
torium for Soldiers" and the newi itemi rc

garding the proposed legislatio*. it leemi
that the consequence** of th* lack of aaeh
legislation upon those who are dependent
upon the flnancial condition (aet opon thi
earningi) of the soldier have been somewhit
discounted. The ne»d for such legislation
can b**st be attested by the condi'.oni »t
'other times, which mad* it n-.ce-.sary to pro-
vide a moratorium for sold-r-

During the Civil War the mat'cr*- of r«li*f
for dependents and the mora'or im prart.
sioni for volunteers were left to the trAg***.
tive states. Some of the states, particularly
those in the Middle West, pm-ed legmlatioB
permitting eountiea ind gltiM within thi
statei to make provision for the re'.ief of de-
pendent*.
The recruiting campaigns which have beea

the order of the day for tne laat faw rnonthi
also found their place during tl ' *.Y W»r.
But the orators at these M .*. 1U0
cn the provisions which had been rr.ade, or
were conten.plated, for the mliaf of depin-
dents on the moratorium legi-lation, and
also on the bounties offered by the eitiei,
counties or states, as happen»l 'o bs thi
case.

Praetically all the states pa»*»d l-gYatioa
providing some relief for daaaadeata, Thi
relief in most cases was abou' *:, <r $8 a
month. Many found that the r*Ucf *»§ in.
rufticient, whiio qu/e a few raleatUMi
under the presumption tha* whatlftl relief
would be granted would h- , pro¬
vide for the dependents. Hiatorical data
tend to indicate, however, the bcraim mani-
fested by those members of a tamlly whoii
breadwinners had joined the r Im, Thi
soldiers' pay was lmmeasuraYv imallcr thio
that of to-day, yet a goodly partial waj re-

turned to the dependents, ay au-

thoritative statements that »OW eou'.d hivi
been sent and despite rhe lUotaMBt pro¬
visions in several states. Pfaay Ycalitiu
passed volunteer tax legis!*Yori ta pnmdi
funds for dependents.
Some of the letters of volunteer*' re'atiTii

and dependents are of intere-;, ,.:. i -.-rve to
indicate the willingness to ncccpt thi eir-
cumstances. A wife write* v*rr.or

of a Western state that she wai .--pending
on the few loyal men that are She
added that she would do what ihi COlId ***
expressed t'ne hope tha'. i draft ild taki
the men who ought to go. Shi felt that
perhaps those hesitated "btcaai thi fami¬
lies of those that wen*. Ml lll havi
been so negl.-cted by thi ital I "eral
government." Another wrote: "Thi re are io

many now*left as I am tha. Wl -'.ree ean

find enough ta do to keep waat our

doors." And still another, 'P-rhaps you can

devise some means by which thi rfeh may
help support the poor in thi* tinil if need."
Another, "My son told me I woald bc pr»-
vided for; tha. means had be-n pro*. -o

supply every mother that sent a son. .

We are very lonely, and beir.g d< '«

makes us downhearted. I r ¦_-
but cannot sell at all. If thd I r.- b MS
here so I could have boardll woald tot
nsk as.istance." 'Carl R. Pi nmni
During the Cr.il War, Ar Tical
Review.
The moratorium Yws |n _¦¦. rt* ******

for the "continuance of sui*

Ystmcnt, for the deferrence of lalc tt prop¬
erty for delinquency in payn-i of taxes,
and some statutes provided for Ye »-*?en-
sion of the statute of limitation* !n the ca*i

of obligations due soldiers. Othar statutes

exempted volunteers irom all **:*. proceii,
and one state provided legislat ..¦ \-mptinf
volunteers from arrest for any caaai except
treason.
Needless to say there were ir.any iaitnMM

of dissatisfaction on the part of *****
relatives had volunteered. t**
quotation.-. from letters are af latcriltt A

young wife wntes that his "fok .M| him
l'roin doing anything for' her." A wifi
writes, "He il a kind man to bil familf »n*l
he ;s near sited and he has kidr.i-v cora-

plaint and he is 44 years old and bl 0**** bi
good for much there." Another a-Y for .

pass to Cincmnati to visit a dyi.- ::*. other.
"Oh for the love of mercy do, iaar 0 i*ar***\
grant me a pass." A young lady about to go
South asks "a Wet-Nurse COI <"

some other instr*ument in writing."
EDWARD BIEI K.

Member American Historical AMOCiaticO-
NYw York, Sept. 22, 1'JIT.

Gary School Motion Pictures
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In local papers of September 11 Franh
D. Wilsey made several itataaiCBtl n ¦,-arding
motion pictures of t'ne Gary schools.

First, that the pictures cost the < ity of
New York $.''8,000.

Second, every houso that had ihowi '.hesi

pictures had driven away its patroni.
Third, the houses are now giaranteed

against loss to show these pictures.
I challenge every one of theae -''-ments.

The Carv school picture* WON ¦ :* at ,k*

expense of Mr. William Wirt in Garj by the
industrial department af the ichi ll Tn*

charge of a cost of $3s."00 for ''. making
is obviously absurd.

Since I have had charge »f (
these pictures, starting on June I"'. th* y havi
been exhibited on an average ol tl lltw*
a week, and in every iTTTftr**"*** motion

picture house showing them ild a record
business on that evening. It il ***} *° ***.

the reason. Every metropolitai ****** hai

had much space devoted to the Garj *

and system. That in itself ha- rrwtad »a

unusual amount of interest, and ' I * -* 3r^

wide-awake exhibitor tOOh ad'-ai
using thi*= in addition to the r-v lar ¦

of publicity, and th. reby attractcd ui

large crowds. Without (Mltioa, they have

proved a valuable a*set to *

Furthermore, the audiences havi baaa inter¬

ested and pleased with thc sub.
In view of these facts, Mr. W :-.->'-- state¬

ment that the houses are guarantud IgaiaM
loss is as absurd as his other charges. I ****
not quite understand what prompted bUi ¦
make these statements, unless H was an at¬

tempt U affect the bookings in the motion
picture theatres in the City of New York.

MAUSICI rSIEDMAN,
Gary School Motion Ptcturei.

New York. Sept. 20, 1917.

Composer and Author
Tt the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Permit me to correct .. s'.a'rrneni
made by your correspondent Mr. Freder.c W.

Pangborn in his letter published this ******
ing regarding the inaccuraeies of muM-**

programmes. He says: "Again, why ha* thi

programme makcr set the name of August*
R, Stetson as the 'composer' of the musil
sung to the poem 'Love's Lullaby,' of whicfc
she happens to bc the author?"

Ii "happens" to be a well kno-n fact thli
Augusta E. Stetson is both author of thi
words and composer of the musu* of "kovel
Lullaby." as well as of "The Baag "'' 1****^
and "Lighl the lor.-h and Lt ad the Way.
all of which are publi.shed by 0. Sch.rmer.
Some tir.ie ago Mrs. Stetson ;iuhl:-hed »

book of poems, and she is the author lf at**
nal other important works, of which C. r\
Putnam'a Som ari the publuheri-
Now York, Sept. 28. 1917. JUSTlCft .


